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GATESHEAD    PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
GATESHEAD  CORPORATION. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  their  twenty-eighth  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  of  the  Library  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1914,  the 
Committee  are  glad  to  be  able  to  record  a  year  of  continued 
activity  and  progress. 

The  Number  of  Tickets  issued  during  the  year  was  2486. 
Of  this  number  377  were  renewals,  923  extra  tickets,  and  the 
remaining  1,186  new  borrowers.  167  Tickets  were  cancelled, 
thus  making  the  total  number  of  borrowers  now  using  the 
>  library  7,304,  of  whom  1,574  are  burgesses,  and  5,730  non- 
burgesses. 

The  Issue  of  Books  from  the  Lending  Department  was 
140,581  as  against  137,680  for  the  previous  year,  being  an 
increase  of  2,901  volumes.  The  library  was  open  for  275  days, 
making  the  average  daily  issue  in  this  department  521.  From 
the  statistical  tables  appended  to  this  report  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  increase  has  been  spread  over  the  classes  as  follows:  — 
Non-fiction,  1,316;  Juvenile  literature,  1,983;  and  fiction,  601, 
thus  showing  that  the  library  maintains  its  popularity  with  all 
sections  of  the  public,  and  continues  to  serve  as  a  centre  of 
educational  and  intellectual  activity.  The  increase  is  due  in 
part  to  the  issue  of  various  lists,  in  part  to  the  extra  ticket  and 
bespoken  book  privileges. 
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The  Extra  Ticket  Privilege  whereby  readers  may  borrow  a 
work  of  a  non-fictional  character  in  addition  to  a  volume  of 
fiction  is  increasingly  popular  with  both  adult  and  juvenile 
readers.  The  system  has  been  well  advertised  during  the  past 
year,  and  has  resulted  in  923  new  tickets  being  issued,  which 
brings  the  total  up  to  2. 1 1 8,  while  15,590  works  have  been 
issued  in  respect  of  such  tickets,  being  an  increase  of  4,161  over 
last  year.  417  postcards  have  been  sent  informing  borrowers 
that  Bespoken  Books  were  being  reserved  for  them,  and  the 
number  of  notices  posted  in  respect  of  Overdue  Books  was 
1339- 

The  issue  of  2,799  volumes  in  the  Reference  Department  is 

very  small  compared  with  the  size  and  importance  of  the  town, 
and  with  the  number  of  borrowers  now  using  the  library.  The 
fact  that  many  of  the  books  usually  shelved  in  this  department 
are  serving  a  more  useful  purpose  by  being  available  for  home 
reading  may  account  in  some  measure  for  the  poor  issues,  but, 
owing  to  this  room  having  to  be  used  as  a  Magazine  room,  a 
Ladies  reading  room,  and  a  Reference  Library,  research  work 
and  quiet  study  are  impossible.  The  Committee  are  aware  of 
the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  allowing  readers  in  both  the 
lending  and  reference  departments  free  access  to  the  valuable 
collection  of  books,  as  also  to  the  growing  necessity  of  pro- 
viding separate  accommodation  for  ladies  and  juveniles,  but 
under  existing  conditions  such  arrangements  cannot  be  enter- 
tained. 

614  volumes  have  been  Added  to  Stock,  of  which  599  were 
purchased,  and  15  presented.  Of  this  number  the  reference 
department  received  81  volumes.  After  deducting  the  94 
withdrawn  volumes,  the  stock  now  consists  of — Lending  20,166, 
Reference  3,704  (including  nearly  700  books  and  pamphlets  in 
the  local  collection).  Worn  out  and  obsolete  volumes  to  the 
number  of  704  have  been  replaced  with  new  copies ;  1,450 
books  have  been  sent  for  Rebinding,  while  some  2,000  books 
have  been  repaired  on  the  premises  by  the  library  staff. 

The  important  new  books  added  to  the  Library  have  been 
briefly  described  in  the  Library  Record.  During  the  past  year 
this  magazine  was  published  in  the  months  of  April,  July, 
October,  and  January,  and  was  distributed  free  of  charge  to 
borrowers.  Over  800  books  were  briefly  described,  and  the 
public  were  informed  of  the  most  recent  developments  of  the 
library. 

long  the  Important  Additions  to  the  Lending  Library  are 

the  following: — Gairdner's  Lollard y  and  the  Reformation  in 
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Jiuglaud,  4  vols. ;  Merz  History  of  European  thought  in  the 
iQth  century,  3  vols.  ;  Wallace's  Revolt  of  Democracy  ;  Montes- 
sori  Books  on  Education  (4  vols.),  Esperanto  ((>  \  ols.j,  Music  (70 
vols.),  Baxter's  Hydraulic  elevators  ;  Taylor's  Surveyor's  hand 
book  ;  Weisbach  and  Merinann's  Mechanics  of  hoisting 
machinery  ;  Wells  and  Tayler's  Diesel  or  slow  combustion  oil 
engine;  Rutherford's  Radioactive  substances  and  their  radia- 
tions ;  Thompson's  ( 'ollected  papers  in  physics  and  engineer- 
ing ;  Clerk  and  Burl's  The  gas,  petrol  and  oil  engine,  2  vols.  ; 
Weisbach  and  Hermann's  Mechanics  of  pumping  machinery  \ 
Gardner's  Dante  and  the  mystics  ;  Hartog's  Problems  of  life 
and  reproduction  ;  Gooch's  History  and.  historians  in  the  igth 
century  ;  Amundsen's  The  South  Pole,  2  vols.  ;  Terry's  Xorth- 
umberland ;  Meynell's  Poems ;  Wilcox's  Poems  ;  Escott's 
Anthony  Trollope;  Trevelyan's  John  Bright. 

The  principal  additions  to  the  Reference  Department  will 
be  found  listed  on  pages  9  and  10. 

Advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  opportunity  to  stimulate 
an  interest  in  the  library  amongst  students  in  connection  with 
the  Tutorial  classes  of  the  Worker's  Educational  Association, 
the  local  Esperanto  group,  and  the  classes  of  the  Church  of 
England  Missionary  Society,  by  the  issue  and  distribution  of 
select  reading  lists  ;  while  topics  and  events  of  local  interest 
have  been  made  the  occasion  for  the  display  of  select  lists  of 
books.  The  List  of  Music  and  Musical  literature  published  in 
December  was  highly  appreciated,  and  was  the  means  of  more 
than  doubling  the  issues  in  the  section.  The  increased  issue  in 
fiction  is  largely  due  to  the  publication  of  the  Author  list  of 
fiction.  Of  the  2,000  copies  printed  in  January  over  800  have 
been  sold. 

A  list  of  the  Newspapers  and  Magazines  taken  by  the 
library  will  be  found  on  pages  14  to  16.  With  the  exception  of 
the  Burlington  and  Studio,  which  are  bound  and  shelved  in  the 
Reference  Library,  and  one  copy  of  the  "  Newcastle  Daily 
Chronicle,"  which  is  filed,  all  the  publications  are  offered  for 
sale  in  December  of  each  year. 

The  Northern  Counties  Blind  Society  has  in  its  custody  252 
embossed  books,  the  property  of  your  Committee.  In  the 
report  of  the  Society  for  191 3,  it  is  stated  that  8  blind  readers 
borrowed  140  books,  and  of  this  number  82  were  the  property 
of  the  Gateshead  Library.  The  small  circulation  is  due  to  the 
institution  having  been  closed  for  six  months  for  extensive 
alterations. 
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Cordial  thanks  have  been  tendered  to  the  various  Donors 
of  books,  pamphlets  and  newspapers  during  the  past  year,  and 
a  list  of  those  who  have  presented  books  and  pamphlets  is 
appended. 

Thanks  is  again  accorded  to  the  Press  for  their  courtesy  in 
giving  publicity  to  the  list  of  ' recent  additions  to  stock,  and  also 
making  known  the  interesting  developments  in  the  work  of  the 
library. 

The  personnel  of  the  Staff  has  undergone  some  changes. 
The  Committee  had  the  painful  duty  in  February  last  of 
reporting  the  death  of  Mr.  H.  E.  Johnston,  who  for  the  past  29 
years  had  served  the  Corporation  as  Chief  Librarian  and  Secre- 
tary. Mr.  Johnston  was  highly  respected  both  in  the  town  and 
amongst  the  brethren  of  the  profession.  The  Committee 
unanimously  agreed  to  promote  the  Sub-Librarian,  Mr.  R.  Lillie, 
to  the  vacant  position.  In  August,  191 3,  Mr.  Collier  resigned 
his  position  of  Assistant,  and  Mr.  Rennie,  who  in  the  previous 
May  had  gained  a  Library  Association  certificate  in  Library 
History  and  Law,  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Second 
Assistant.  Mr.  T.  Hedley  has  been  promoted  to  the  position  of 
Sub-Librarian. 

The  certificates  now  held  by  the  staff  are  as  follows  : — • 

R.  Lillie — Bibliography. 

Classification. 
Cataloguing. 

Library  History  and  Organization. 
Practical  Library  Administration. 

A.  Rennie — Library  History  and  Law. 
Library  Routine. 

Statistical  Tables  have  been  appended  to  this  report  show- 
ing the  number  of  volumes  issued  in  each  class,  percentages  of 
issues,  number  of  borrowers  residing  in  each  ward,  and  other 
miscellaneous  items  of  information. 

L.  H.  ARMOUR,  Chairman. 

R.  LILLIE,  Librarian  and  Secretary. 
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Library  Stock  for  the  Past  Two  Years. 


(  Ilassxfication. 
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of  Vols. 

Increase. 

1913- 
1911. 

1912- 
1913. 
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Fine  and  Recreative  Arts  ... 
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81 
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2177 

44 

History,  Biography,  Travel 

4159 

4071 

88 

Fiction... 

3903 

3822 

81 

Juvenile  Literature  ... 

2976 

2940 

36 

Books  for  the  Blind  

252 

252 

Reference  Books 

3704 

3623 

81 

23870 
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Withdrawals  from  Stock  

Additions  to  Stock  ... 

94  Volumes. 
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SOiVIE  OF  THE  MOKE  IMPORTANT  ADDITIONS 
TO  THE  REFERENCE  LIBRARY. 


Archseologia  ./Eliana  ...3rd  Scries.    \  ols.  9  and  10. 

Baker,  A.  E.   Guide  to  historical  fiction. 

Baker,  A.  E  Guide  to  the  best  fiction  in  English. 

Cambridge  History  of  English  Literature.    Vol.  10. 
Carrington,  F.  {Ed.)  ...Prints  and  their  makers. 
Chisholm,  H.  [Ed.)    .  -The  Britannica  Year  Book,  1913. 

Cohen,  J.  B  Organic  chemistry.    2  vols. 

Finberg,  A.  J  Turner's  water-colours  at  Farnley  Hall. 

Hodgson  (J.)   Observations  on  the  Roman  road  called  Wrekendike. 

Holme,  C.  {Ed.)  Old  houses  in  Holland. 

t  Holme,  C.  {Ed.)  Peasant  art  in  Italy. 

Hopkins,  A.  A.  {Ed.)  ...Scientific  American  cyclopaedia  of  formulas. 

Jackson,  E.  N  t  History  of  silhouettes. 

Kelly,  R.  T  Burma. 


National  Home  Reading  Union  Magazine.    Vol.  24. 
Palaeontographical  Society's  Publications.    Vol.  67. 
Parson,  B.  and  Cook,  E.  T.... Gardens  of  England. 


IO 

Penrose's  Pictorial  Annual.    Vol.  19. 

Pettigrew,  J.  Bell   Design  in  nature.    3  vols. 

Pugin  c-.nd  Rowlandson..  Microcosm  of  London.    3  vols. 

Rafferty,  F.  W.  {Ed.)  ..Modern  business  practice.    8  vols. 

Salaman,  M.  C.  {Ed.)..- Great  painter-etchers  from  Rembrandt  to  Whist  let. 

Surtees  Society  publications.    Vol.  121. 


NUMBER  OF  BORROWERS  IN  EACH  WARD. 


North    470 

North-East    246 

North-West    348 

Central   \.  1,112 

East  Central    429 

South  Central   1,223 

West  Central    891 

East   <<   646 

South    655 

West    1,284 

7,304 
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MIJSCKIvIvAIVKA. 

Lending.  Reference.  Lending.  Reference 


Volumes  in  Stock   

Volumes  Purchased  :  — 

Additions   

Replacements  ... 

Volumes  presented  (excluding 
pamphlets)   


Do.  re-bound 


Volumes  withdrawn   

Overdue  Books  written  for  , 

Fines  paid  for  detention  of 
Books   


Voucher  Forms  Sold 


Amount  realised  for  Sale  of 
Newspapers   


Books  Replaced  by  Borrowers. 
Total  Number  of  Borrowers' 
Tickets  in  use  :  — 

Burgess   

Non-Burgess   


Total  Volumes  issued  in  12 
months   


Year  ending 
Mar  oh,  11)14. 


20,166  ...  3,704 


533 
69; 

15 
1.433 


59 
7 

22 
17 


Year  ending 
March,  19KJ. 


19,712  ...  3,623 


8l8 
89I 

10 
853 


I3-7 

7 

152 
53 


Year  ending 
March,  1914. 

94 
1,338 

£46  16  O 

2,906 

£9  19  5 
7 


1-547 

5730 

i43-38o 


Year  ending 
March,  1913. 

51 
948 

£36   15  II 
2,901 

£7    3  11 
9 


1,610 
5412 

140-333 


Total  Volumes  issues  since  opening  2,738,746. 
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LIST  OF  DONORS. 

Books.  Pamphlets. 

Allen,  Mrs.  J   i  — 

Argentine :  Consul    4  — 

•  Armstrong  College,  Newcastle   1 

Australia  :  High  Commissioner    2 

Board  of  Trade    4  — 

Canada  :  Commissioner  of  Industries   1 

Canada  :  Director  of  Mines   7  2 

Canada  :  Minister  of  Agriculture    1  1 

Central  Association  of  Accountants    1  — 

Co-operative  Union    1  — 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Ltd   1 

Deas,  J.  A.  C   f 

Durham  County  Council    1 

Durham  University    1  • — 

Faragher,  J.  J   1  — 

Fryer,  A.  C   1  — 

Gateshead  Corporation  (per  Medical  Officer)  ...  2  ■ — 

Gateshead  Corporation  (per  Town  Clerk)    2 

Green,  E   1  — 

Heslop,  R.  0   1  — 

Hull  Corporation  (per  Librarian)    1  — 

Incorporated  Accountants'  Society    I  — 

Layton,  C.  and  E   2 

Library  Reports  :  — 


Aberdeen,  Ashton-undcr-Lynne,  Barrow-in-Fur- 
ness, Batley,  Battersea,  Belfast,  Beverley,  Bir- 
mingham, Blackburn,  Bootle,  Bournemouth, 
Bradford,  Bristol,  Bury,  Cardiff,  Coventry, 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Darlington,  Dundee, 
Fulham,  Great  Yarmouth,  Hornsey,  Hove,  Hud- 
dersfield,  Keighley,  Kingston-on-Thames,  Leeds, 
Lincoln,  Middlesbrough,  New  York  (U.S.A.)  New- 
castle, Northampton,  Norwich,  Paisley,  Preston, 
Richmond  (Surrey),  Rochdale,  Saffron  Walden, 
St.  Helens,  South  Shields,  Stoke  Newington,  Sun- 
derland, Swindon  Mechanics'  Institution,  Totten- 
ham, Walthamstow,  Wandsworth,  West  Bromwich, 
Wesl  Hartlepool,  Wigan,  Willesden  Green,  Wor- 
cester, York. 


«3 

Books.  Pamphlets. 

London  University    i 

MacmiUan  &  Co   2 

Marconi  Wireless  Telegraph  Co   1 

Moody,  Messrs.  T.  and  Co   1 

National  Union  of  Teachers    1 

Newcastle  &  Gateshead  Choral  Union    —  3 

North-East  Coast  Institution  of  Engineers  and 

Shipbuilders    1  — 

Page,  G.  A   1  — 

Parr.  R.  J   1  — 

Paton,  Messrs.  J.  &  J   2 

Paul,  Messrs.  Kegan,  Trench,  Trubner  &  Co.  ...  3  — 

Reed,  T   2  — 

Richards,  Messrs.  Grant,  Ltd.    1  — 

Robinson,  J.  D   13  1 

Stanton,  Wetmore  &  Co   1  — 

Stuart,  Mrs.  L.  E   I  — 

Stubbs,  Ltd   2  — 

Trades  Directories,  Ltd   1  — 

Willcock,  J   1  — 

Working  Men's  Club  and  Institute  Union    1 

Young,  Mrs   I  — 


List  of  Newspapers  and  Periodicals 
supplied  to  the  Newsroom. 


Those  marked  *  are  presented. 


DAILY. 


Birmingham  Post. 

Daily  Citizen. 

Freeman's  Journal. 

Leed's  Mercury. 

Liverpool  Post. 

Daily  News  and  Leader. 

Manchester  Guardian. 

Newcastle  Daily  Chronicle. 

Newcastle  Daily  Journal. 

Newcastle  Evening  Chronicle. 

Newcastle  Evening  Mail. 


North  Mail. 
Northern  Echo. 
Scotsman. 
Shields  Gazette. 
Shipping  Gazette. 
Standard. 
Times. 

Yorkshire  Post. 
Exchange  and  Mart  (3  issues 
weekly). 


WEEKLY. 


^Accountant. 

Alliance  News. 

Amateur  Photographer. 

American  Machinist. 

Architect. 
"^Aspirant. 

Athenaeum. 
^Blackpool  Gazette. 
^Blackpool  Times. 
*Board  of  Trade  Journal. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Trades  Journal. 
^British  Australian. 

British  Journal  of  Photography. 

Builder. 

Cabinet  Maker. 

Canada. 
"^Canadian. 
"^Canadian  Mail. 


Carpenter  and  Builder. 
*Civil  Service  Hints. 

Civilian. 

Clarion. 
*C1  ark's  Educator. 
*Clerk  of  Works  Journal. 

Contract  Journal. 

Contractor's  Record. 

Country  Life. 

Cycling. 
^Draper's  Record. 

Economist. 

Electrical  Engineering. 
Electrical  Review. 
Engineer. 
Engineering. 
English  Mechanic. 
Era. 
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WEblKLY  (Continued). 


Estates  Gazette. 

Everyman. 

Garden  Life. 

Gardening  Illustrated. 

Gas  Lighting  Journal. 

Gentlewoman. 

Graphic. 

Grocer. 

Hobbies. 

Illustrated  London  News. 
Iron  and  Coal  Trades  Review. 
Labour  Leader. 
*Herald  of  Peace. 
Hospital. 
Lady. 

Ladies'  Pictorial. 
Motor. 
*Motor  Cycle. 
Municipal  Journal. 
Nation. 
Nature. 

Newcastle  Weekly  Chronicle. 
Newcastle  Weekly  Leader. 


Phonetic  Journal. 

Practical  Engineer. 
Public  ( )pinion. 
Publisher's  Circular. 
Punch. 

Railway  Gazette. 
'^Railway  Review. 
Saturday  Review. 
Saturday  Westminster  Gazette. 
Schoolmaster. 
Schoolmistress. 
Scientific  American. 
Sketch. 
Spectator. 
Sphere. 

^Surveying  and  Llousing  World. 

T.P.'s  Weekly. 

Territorial  Gazette. 

Truth. 

Work. 

WTorld. 
^Investor's  Summary. 

Mechanical  World. 


MONTHLY. 


*Acetylene. 
^Animal's  Friend. 

Antiquary. 
*Anti-Slavery  Reporter. 
"^Agricultural  Economist. 

Architectural  Review. 

Associated  Accountant's  Journal. 

Blackwood's  Magazine. 

Bookman. 

Bradshaw's  Guide. 
^British  Esperantist. 
^British  Friend. 

British  Review. 

Burlington  Magazine. 

f'assier's  Magazine. 


Century  Magazine. 

Chamber's  Journal. 

Child's  Guardian. 
*Civil  Service  Candidate. 
*Co-Partnership. 
^Concord. 

Contemporary  Review. 

Cornhill. 
^Educational  Review. 
^Educational  Times. 

Engineering  Magazine. 

Engineering  Review. 

English  Review. 
^Ferro-Concrete. 
*Fleet. 
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MONTHLY  (Continued). 


^Forester's  Miscellany. 

Fortnightly  Review. 

Girl's  Own  Paper. 

Harper's  Magazine. 
^Highway. 

■^Incorporated  Accountants'  Journal 
^Incorporated  Society  of 
Musicians. 

Industrial  Engineering. 

Journal  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

Knowledge. 

Ladies'  Realm. 

Locomotive  Magazine. 
^Musical  Herald. 

Musical  Times. 

National  Home  Reading  Union 

Magazines. 
Navy. 

Nineteenth  Century. 
^Oddfellow's  Magazine. 
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